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I took charge as Chairperson of SPO's Board of Directors at a time when Pakistan was just 

beginning to recover from the shock of the devastating earthquake that hit the North of the 

country in October 2005. In an atmosphere of overwhelming grief, loss and danger,                  

a tremendous amount of work needed to be done urgently, both to provide immediate relief, 

shelter, and emotional support, and to begin the process of long-term reconstruction and 

rebuilding. 

The determination and compassion with which SPO staff responded to this vast human 

tragedy was deeply inspiring. SPO conceived, implemented and participated in several 

special projects that provided meaningful relief to many, and also contributed in the 

rehabilitation and reconstruction of the earthquake affected areas. Especially touching was 

the organization's work for psychologically and emotionally disturbed surviving children;    

I would like to thank all those who contributed in this programme. I am particularly grateful 

to the volunteers who enabled SPO to take on much more work than its own internal capacity 

would have allowed. 

Although no additional staff was engaged at the SPO National Centre to oversee 

substantial earthquake-related work, progress on SPO's core programme remained steady, 

which indicates the efficiency with which individual staff members divided their time and 

energies. 

SPO continued to shift further towards advocacy work. In the past, the organization's 

major focus has been capacity building, particularly to groom community-based 

organizations to manage their own development. The increasing emphasis on advocacy is 

very much in line with the changes in the national and global socio-political environment. 

The War on Terror has reached our home. Today, more than ever, we need to maintain our 

closeness with the communities and their needs, and jointly confront the changes in the socio-

political and the economic environment. The effects of these changes range from reduced 

access to basic services, due to privatisation, to the daily disappearance of people who stand 

on the other side of the political divide. 

It is the heavy but unavoidable responsibility of organizations like SPO to help the 

underprivileged and marginalised in articulating their voice and concerns and in taking 

them to the corridors of powers where policies are made and decisions are taken.

I trust that SPO will continue to build on its past performance. 

Sadiqa Salahuddin
Islamabad, February 2007  

The citizen's response is perhaps the only thing to be cherished in what we went 

through as a nation after the October 2005 Earthquake. For some of us, this marks the 

possibility of a greater social change and unleashes the potential for a larger transformation 

of a society led by its citizens. It is about time that Pakistanis start investing their energy 

full-time into a long-term struggle that replaces repression with freedom, bigotry with 

tolerance and ignorance with knowledge. Only then the dream of a society where reason is 

not subservient to primordial norms and all citizens are equal in the eyes of the law can       

come true.

On the other hand, what I frequently notice in development professionals, NGO 

workers and social activists is their cynicism and a lack of belief in what they are doing.       

In my view, this tends to happen when either we overrate our capacity and achievements as 

citizens' sector or we fail to recognise the importance of not-so-visible changes that have 

taken place in the past few years because of our work. Also, a lack of long term vision 

translates itself into a lack of commitment. The reluctance to engage with new knowledge 

and advanced intellectual traditions in order to revise one's own thoughts and practices 

compounds the problem. We must be clear that as development workers and social activists, 

neither can we assume the role of government agencies nor of political parties. Our work 

should not only be reactive but we must also look at the larger picture. The changes in 

attitudes, values and the overall societal systems in Pakistan that we want to bring about 

demand the struggle of a life time. It is a long haul. Bertrand Russell said, “Three passions, 

simple but overwhelmingly strong, have governed my life: the longing for love, the search for 

knowledge, and unbearable pity for the suffering of mankind.” These three passions shall be 

our guideline. 

I congratulate Fozia Tanveer, Amar Ellahi Lone and Riazat Hussain for bringing out 

this report. Kiren Arif Khan's editorial support must also be acknowledged. 

Harris Khalique
Islamabad, February 2007
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